
 

 

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit 

‘Whoever welcomes me, welcomes the one who sent me’. 

Last Saturday we welcomed the latest addition to our flock of ducks, a new khaki campbell drake (left in the 

photo). I collected the box with the new drake in from the farm, placed it carefully in the boot of the car and 

drove it over to my aunt’s house, where sadly we were spending the day sorting out paperwork for probate. I 

had set up a small outside pen for the drake with water and food for him to spend the day dabbling around 

before we went home that evening. Anyway, I duly took Mr duck into the garden, carefully lifted up the netting 

placed the box in the pen and began to open the lid. The duck took one look at the pen, decided it wasn’t for 

him, jumped straight out through the tiniest gap you can imagine and headed straight for the hedge. He 

managed to sneak through the hedge and took up residence in the neighbours pond which he decided was much 

more appropriate accommodation for him. We did eventually get him back, but it was a real palaver to say the 

least, as ducks are very fast indeed.  

When we eventually took him home, I placed him in the run with the four lady ducks. I was thinking they were 

going to be delighted at having some male company, but no, they went bananas and decided to savage him 

instead. They were not as welcoming as I had hoped. Needless to say they’ve all calmed down now and seem to 

be getting on a lot better. 

‘Whoever welcomes me, welcomes the one who sent me’. We’ve been starting to think about welcoming 

people into our churches again. I will say at this point that I am not going to offer any specific 

recommendations today, I just want us to think and pray about what it means for us to be welcoming. 

All our churches are now open for private prayer which is wonderful. The welcome received is a little bit 

clinical I will admit with signs directing people to hand sanitize and only sit in certain places etc. But we are 

able to open and offer welcome. I am also looking forward to resuming services again very soon. I spoke last 

week about my concerns that social distancing is making us scared of other people and of normal human 

interactions.  Until next Saturday it is still actually against the law to have people in your house. But what this 

has got me thinking about is how we as a church are able to extend a welcome to everyone as we head forward.  

When the schools first re-opened one of the national newspapers had a photo on the front cover of a small child 

standing by a gate, mother stood the requisite two metres back. The child was being greeted by two members of 

staff in full personal protective equipment, masks, visors, gloves etc, one of whom was holding out a 



thermometer to check the child’s temperature. Whilst I am sure there were very good intentions behind the 

precautions being taken, visually it was a fairly terrifying image and certainly would have put me off sending 

my children to school. It certainly did not make the school look like a welcoming environment.  

Yes there is a balance to be struck and yes public health requirements need to be followed, but I think we need 

to ensure that we as a Church focus upon the welcome. We could have all of the best safety precautions in place 

to ensure that our churches were completely germ free but if it puts anyone off coming in at all, it would defeat 

the object of the exercise really.  

So I think the question for us to focus upon today is what it means for us to welcome people. The welcome I 

think, starts with ourselves, we need to first welcome Christ into our own lives before we can help others to be 

welcomed in his name. We need to continue to welcome Christ into our lives daily, because in learning to 

welcome Christ into our hearts we can learn how to welcome others in his name. that might be through simply 

finding time quietly to ourselves to be open to Christ in our lives, to make time for him and find space to listen. 

From there I think we learn what it means to welcome other people because we need to welcome others as if we 

are welcoming Christ among us. If we keep that in mind, that I think will change how we interact with people. 

Welcome really is about valuing others, showing people that we care that they have come to join us and that we 

are keen to share our church and our faith with them. That is the essence of good community really. If you turn 

up somewhere that is not welcoming why would you ever want to go back? It really is as simple as that. 

Pushing this a bit further for ourselves as a community, are we welcoming all of our members? To be 

welcoming is not restricted simply to those on the outside, but to all of our brothers and sisters in Christ. We 

need therefore to think about our own hospitableness to others. Finally, we are also soon to welcome Paul as 

our curate. He will be learning about parish ministry with us and what it means to represent Christ in this place 

at this time, I hope and pray that he and his family will feel welcome among us. 

My charge for this week therefore is that we pray to be welcoming. For those of us charged with making 

decisions about how organising services etc, we need to discern how we can be welcoming and open to others 

in a way that enables people to receive the Good News whilst also conforming to all the necessary public health 

requirements.  

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 


